
 

CR13 CLAS014 HUMANITIES, I :: Old World Encounters :: Álvares 

MON Francisco Álvares Prester John 
synchronous  
FOCUS :: FA ch.xlvi-xlix, lvi (food & flash flood), lvi, lxx (food & justice),cix-cxi (Lent & abstinence) 
SKIM :: FA ch.cii-ciii (Covilha) 
 NB read for one hour, taking notes (following an active reading worksheet)  
  > include a couple of quotes and a summary (tl; dr) 

RAW notes & discussion question • B4 class 

WED Francisco Álvares Prester John 
asynchronous 
FOCUS :: FA ch.lii-liv, cxi (Lalibela & Gorage), xx-xxi, cx, cxxxiii (wives & Amazons) 
 NB read for one hour, taking notes (following an active reading worksheet)  
  > include a couple of quotes and a summary (tl; dr) 

WATCH Lecture 12 
RAW notes & discussion question • B4 class 

THU M13 FINAL MAP • B4@23h59 

FRI Francisco Álvares Prester John 
synchronous  
FOCUS :: FA ch.lxxiv-lxxvii, lxxxvi-lxxxviii (Prester John) 
 NB read for one hour, taking notes (following an active reading worksheet)  
  > include a couple of quotes and a summary (tl; dr) 

RAW notes & discussion question • B4 class  
Q12  QUOTES • in class  

FINAL active reading notes • B4@23h59 

MON REVIEW 
synchronous  

FTpts & DCpts • B4@23h59  
CREATIVE PROJECT • B4@23h59 

WED DRAFT 03 • B4@23h59 

  

FRI-WED ESSAY CONFERENCES 
  

FRI- FINAL EXAM • 04 Dec S5 @11h00-13h00 | S4 17h00-19h00 
ESSAY 03 • 04 Dec @23h59 

 
 
AGE OF DISCOVERY?  
How does this Jesuit priest describe Ethiopian Orthodox practices?  
How does he describe infidels (i.e. non-believers)? 
How does the Ethiopian monarch meet the Western expectations for Prester John of the Indes? 



THEMES/TOPICS IN ÁLVARES 

xi‐xii  monasteries, crops, customs 
xlvi‐xlvii, lvi, lxi, lxx, 

xci, cix, cxv, cxx 
food  

cix‐cxi  Lent, absitnence from meat 

xxii, xcvi  circumcision 

lvi, lxi, lxxiv‐lxxvii, p, 
xcii, civ 

court of the monarch, interpreters 

xi, lxxxviii, cxxviii  altar stone 

lxx, lxxiii, lxxxix, xcviii, 
cii‐ciii, cxiv‐cxv 

Portuguese (Covilha), Franks (Europeans) & Rumys (“Romans,” i.e. 
Orthodox) 

xxx, xlviii, xcv, xcviii, 
cxiii, cxxvi, cxxxiv, 
etc. 

Moors (i.e. Muslims, synedoche from Arab‐Berber Andalusia),  
Nubians, and Jews 

xlix  flash flood 

li, lxi‐ii, lxxxvi, xliv, 
xlviii, cvi, etc. 

slaves 

xxvi‐ix  married priests 
xx‐xxi, cx, cxxxiii  wives / women, Amazons 

lii‐liv, cxi  Lalibela (quarried churches), Gorage cave dwellings 

lxi, xci  umbrellas / parasols 

xviii, xliv, li, lxi‐iii, cxi‐
cxii, cxv 

pepper & salt as currency 

lxx, lvii, lxiv, lxx, lxxviii, 
cxi‐cxii, cxv‐cxvi, 
cxxi‐cxiii 

justice 

vii‐ix, xxvii, xl, lxvii  disease (and the death of Matheus) 

 


