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present themselves to be a reformed branch of the Hanbali Sunnism.
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i branch of Islam often

Gulf of Aden

Population Density Key (no. of persons per square miles)

Pendlng a consensus on this ldenmy among other Sunni scholars,

is

as an

[— |
branch of Islam in here. S (5900) {more o 100)

BAHRAIN
QATAR

DOHA

sn.q-rg 1

For counlrles thal do not produce reliable headcounts (like Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia), or any'
ethnic, (Turkey), or for those that intentionally obscure or
manipulate any such data (Egypl Syna Yemen), indirect of i become Y.

Much can be learned from the colonial statistics by the French and the British that admmlstered
the entire Arab World intermittently until WWII. These can be by anthr
monographs. Locally, Turkey did produce some such data until 1960 openly, and into the 1970s,
secretly. The Iranian armed h:rces put out much anlhropologlcal information at the village level,
but few or no pe t “majoriti i ities” proclamations. With the advent of the
Internet, many a “hidden” group has found an outlet to make themselves known to the world via
that medium. However, due to their pent-up zeal and desire to make their case urgent, they
commonly exaggerate, if not falsify their numbers to magnify their importance. Their figures are
suspect at best, but a good indicator of the complexity of the human terrain of the Middle East.

M. Izady

Fahraj

.
Jask

Chahbahar

.s“"" Gulf of Oman

wscar | Middle East Religions’ Statistics:
- Population figures are in millions and are based on 2008-09 estimates. The number
of adherents to a given religion are counted by cultural and not confessional criteria

Sunni Shia Christians  Jews Other*
StateTotal No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Egypt 77.4mil  67.2 86.8 224 29 7.8910.2 neg 0.07 0.1
Iran 74.9 8.09 10.8 64.94 86.7 0.77 1.03 34k 0.03 1.08 1.44
OMAN Turkey 7.6 57.35 80.1 141 19.6 0.08 0.01 18k 0.02 0.05 0.07
Iraq 30.7 992 323 194 632 0.71 23 neg 0.97 2.16
Yemen 23.6 13.3 56.36 10.27 43.51 neg neg 0.03 0.07
Syria 21.9 15.98 73.0 3.29 147 2.04 93 neg 059 27
S. Arabia 28.717.3 9.0 520 433 250 - - 3.97 23.0
Israel 7.3 117 161 = 0.39 53 5497521 0.11 1.5
Jordan 6.3 576 91.5 0.03 05 040 63 - 011 1.8
Lebanon 4.2 1.22 29.0 1.93 46.0 0.7818.7 neg 0.26 6.3
(Palestine) 3.7 3.14 848 neg 0.29 7.84 neg neg
Oman 2.8/1.95 0.27 140 0.4 5.0 neg neg 1.58 81.0
Kuwait 2.9/0.92 069 75.0 0.20 21.0 neg - 0.04 4.0
UAE 4.6/0.76 0.29 39.0 0.08 10.5 neg = 0.39 51.5
Bahrain 1.05/0.53 0.12 21.0 0.39 73.0 neg neg 0.03 6.0
Qatar 0.97/0.32 0.11 36.0 0.06 18.0 - - 0.15 46.0

M.E.Totals 343.28 193.6156.4 121.36 35.4 13.323.91 5.76 1.7 9.47 2.76
Arabian

“Others” include Muslim Wahhabis, Ibadis and Ahmadis, as well as the non-Muslim Baha'is,
Druze, Yezidis, d and Hindus.

Sea

Pending a final peace settlement, all Jews who have settled the in West Bank and the Golan
Heights ~more than 650,000--are here counted under the figures for Israel per se.

Christians in Israel comprise the native Arab Christians (approx 90k) and the recent non-Jewish
Russian immigrants (approx 300k)

Expariate work ft ing the native of the most of the GCC states,
are not included in these figures. Here, two population figures are provided for each state to
reflect this.

Totals may not be equal to the sum of their increments due to the rounding of the figures.
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Sources: Largely, Government of Turkey, Statistical Bureau, K6y Envanter Etadleri (1961-64); A
Razmara, Farhang- jughrafiyayi-i Iran (1949-51), P. Andrews, ed., Ethnic Groups in Republic of
Turkey (1989). L. Dupree, Aghanistan (1973); S. Bruk, Narody Peredney Azif (1960). Annual

Ethnic Groups of the Middle East (Traditional)

Black Sea

b <5
L o

.
SYRIA

Abstract of Statistics, 1970 (Baghdad: Govermment of Iraq, 1971); Weltkarte,
Volkstum (Vienna,1943-44), Les Tribus Arabes de Syrie (Damascus. Government of French
Mandate of Syria, Section d'étude du service des renseignments du Levant, 1930).
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« Obscrvations: There 1s a glanng discrepancy Westem sources when identifymg vanous cthni groups in the Middle East
This is cxacerbatod by the confsion by which the local state sdenbiy of thexr own citzens ety of their o
which is offen marred by political motivation and c\,\. wnt. In the meantime, the Western sources have enthusiastical
supported this idcalistic smplificabon and now find it perplexing why are there so many civil wars and discord between
ety e ehai o 3. o e o B v e o P st
ity refers fo group idensity., and group ideniity s a peodict of history fn the Middle East.cthnicty group sdentty
can be based on language (c.g.. Turkmens), religion (¢.g., Alawites'Alaouites, Levantine Christians, Iragi o Lebancse
Shias, the Amenians), life style (.2, Kurds). common history of suffering and persccution (¢ g Jews, Circassians),
cgrated cconomy—x a combination of two. or more of these or oher fackos, (¢ 8., Arabs) of in fact, somclimes &
ue criterion (¢ g, the Druze). To assume that language is the sole of the prmary source u[ cthnicity—-a fashion
populanzed hn the French Revolution—is 10 assume that a Jamaican. an Inshman, an American, a New Zealander or a
Babamian are all Englishmen in their cthnicity. O, that a Croat, a Bosnisc or a Monlencgrin are all Serbs. To identify
any Arabic speaker as cthnic As speakers of English \angmg~ as cthaic English, or
those of Spanish, Hindi, or Portugucse a ctinic Spaniards, Hindus or Portugucse. As such, not all Persan speakers arc
Persians noe all Arab speakers Arab in ther cibicity/group density. The curent lentification of the diverse cthaic
froups of e Ml st by th lomen of laguage ko isaly s indeed mileadn. The el e i g
Lebanon, Bahrain and Ssudi Arsbia. among others, would be puzzling if one were 1 assume that the multitude of ethnic
oo e s e all AP 4 s e,y o ety Ty sty e et

OMAN

In Afghanistan, mesnwhile, the Arabs have not spoken Arabic for at least 3 millennium (they are exclusively Persian
speaking). and have lived among others who share their language (Persian) and religion (Sunni Islam) for centuries, yet
they strongly celebrate their Arab (iribal) adentity. By the element of language, these arc not Arabs at all, while the Copts
in Egypt or Shia in Iraq who speak Arabic would be forced to assume Arab cthnic identity

zahran
Civ By the same fact that not all Persian-speakers are cthnic Persisns (insicad they form cthnie Tajiks, Hazaras, Bukharans,
Aymags,Pasnans, Bakhiyar, Lrs e, ncitherars all Arbic-speaking peopl i A, Thanks o the pervasne
Arabist” rcnd of the past one hundred ycars, many well-developed cthm deniity n the Middlc East has been glossed
e nd lagely wiopian  Arab- chai samp. Only e Cops i EEVpA have ehementy efis this ity
ot have just kep quict. But there was and is more

Many Arabists were in fact trying 1 quell cthnic and religious suife in the region by just joining everyone under one
ey, Ars. Th chaicns o i bes knowe Mooy il was developed o o papors
Ba’ath”™) Movement were an Al aki Arsuz), 3 Levantine Christian (Michele
Aflag) and an Arab Sunni (Salah al-Baitar). This nes idcotity has wlgh ome, whilk rejected by others. The
Palestinian Christians largely associate themselves with the Arab (Mushim) Palestinians, unless they live in lsacl, where
 identity has lasgely survived. In fact. Levantines from Palcstinian teritorics, have produced some of the

s champions of Pan-Arabism since 1948 and the advent of Isac
The recent events in the Middle Eas
war between “fellow Arabs”, i.c.. Sunni and Shia. clearly showed the ethnic fissures between them, based

Arabian
- SAN.M . s”

have blown away the smoks scroen from this artificial dosignation. The Iragi civil
on religion not

1 0 Cops et oeed iy, T . pernt

< Sias of I, o e g proer b oam " w
Lahi ccpotia, b s v 1 ho o i et n 1931, i th ot o of e
b F 5 A indcioo

are the case of the B

To avosd confusion with the general citizenry of modem Irag, they may be desipnated as the “Iragtes™
in English (/ragnyun in Arabic)

These diven
always considered themselves Arabs

cnt cthaic identitics are not nccessarily all a product of religious differences. The Zaidi Shia Yemenites have
‘and have worked to cement a single identity with the Sunni Arabs in that arca. The
Bahrini Shias (of Bahvain and Hasa-Quif-Hofuf arcas of Saudi Arabia, although Arabic.speakers. have a different
identity from the Iraqi Shias who likewise are conversant in Arabic (and certainly different from the Persian speaking
‘Shias in Iran and Afighanistan, ctc )
Therefors, a more accurate cthnic map of the Middke East neods be drawn 10 help better understand the ethnic sources of
much unrest that has afllicted the new Middle East. from Egypt and Syria 1o Iraq. Bahrain and Saudi Arabia and
Afighanistan. This map, meanwhile. represent the &

Gulf of Aden = =

itional cthnic subdivisions of the Middle East
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